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child care — to upgrade their job
skills and obtain certification
for better-paying work. 

They become more social, they
become more engaged citizens,
and of course they start paying
substantial taxes.”

Clarke marvels that politicians
with a laggard approach to pov-
erty reform ignore the evidence
that “poverty is simply not cost-
efficient for the economy. Work-
ing people denied a decent liv-
ing wage put extraordinary de-
mands on the system. 

“They turn to emergency
wards because they can’t afford
preventive care. They help raise
the costs of incarceration
among poorly supervised kids
whose parents are collectively
working three or four jobs. 

And they are a tax drain on the
treasury in welfare payments to
folks who could be paying taxes
if they were provided some help
in climbing out of poverty.”

The minimum wage is sudden-
ly a hot topic, with Ontario and
Quebec recently announcing
minimum wage increases. 

And one of the few issues
where U.S. President George W.
Bush has agreed with the new
Democratic Congress on the
need for a minimum wage in-
crease. 

Last week, the U.S. House of
Representatives voted to raise
the federal minimum wage by a
whopping 41 per cent, to $7.25
(U.S.) per hour, the first increase
in a decade. 

Much more is needed, though. 
In November, Canada’s food

banks association released its
HungerCount 2006 report, in
which it noted that a major seg-
ment of food bank clientele are
working people who complain
of not being able to obtain more
than 25 hours of work per week
from any given employer. 

That prompts them to take on
additional jobs — “working
night and day, graveyard shifts
and no time for their spouse and

kids, and still not getting ahead,”
says Clarke. 

The conditions described in
the food bank report angered
John Murphy, chairperson of
the National Council for Wel-
fare, an advisory body to the fed-
eral government’s Human Re-
sources and Social Develop-
ment department. 

“The continued high numbers
of people who use food banks
make it abundantly clear that
too many Canadians struggle
with hunger and poverty,” Mur-
phy said. 

He added that, “Welfare in-
comes in every province remain
far below the poverty line.” 

Balky employers also figure in-
to the crisis of underemployed
immigrants, a significant seg-
ment of the working poor.

“I’ve had difficulty with some
of the professional accredita-
tion bodies, who’ve put up a
fight over supposedly doubtful
skills of immigrants from cer-
tain regions,” says Mike Colle,
Ontario’s minister of citizen-
ship and immigration.

“But my biggest problem has
been with employers,” Colle
says. “There’s a general reluc-

tance among private-sector em-
ployers to hire new Canadians.

“They worry about language
issues and cultural fit with their
existing workforce. There’s a lot
of bias to overcome.”

A plan for coping with those bi-
ases would be integrated into
the “comprehensive national
anti-poverty strategy” called for
by the National Council for Wel-
fare. 

“Countries like Ireland and the
United Kingdom have made
fighting poverty a priority,” said
Murphy, “as have Quebec and
Newfoundland and Labrador.

Preventing and reducing pover-
ty is essential if we are to have a
strong and prosperous country.”

For Hugh Mackenzie, a re-
search associate on the Inequal-
ity Project at the Ottawa-based
Canadian Centre for Policy Al-
ternatives, three key elements
of an anti-poverty strategy
would be affordable housing,
pharmacare and universal child
care.

“Housing is fundamental to a
decent standard of living,” says
Mackenzie. “A family’s struggle
to find housing sucks resources

from nutrition and
other essentials.” 

Almost 70,000 people
in Toronto alone are on
waiting lists for afford-
able housing.

Since going off tradi-
tional welfare means

foregoing drug benefits, the ab-
sence of prescription drug cov-
erage for working-poor families
“keeps them from climbing the
‘welfare wall’,” says Mackenzie. 

“It’s a barrier to mobility, to en-
tering a workforce where drug
coverage is so rare in retailing,
restaurant, janitorial and other
low-paying jobs.”

And universal child care is es-
sential “because we live in a so-
ciety where as soon as kids are in
school, parents are expected to
work, almost always outside the
home.” 

For single parents, of course,

their status as sole breadwinner
makes child care a necessity
long before their children are of
school age.

Nash is troubled by “an in-
creasingly polarized society” in
which the 100 highest-paid cor-
porate CEOs in Canada are paid
an average of $9 million a year,
and the $22,000 raise that On-
tario MPPs recently voted
themselves exceeds Ontario’s
$19,032 in annual welfare assis-
tance for a couple with two chil-
dren (a 17.5 per cent drop since
1989).

Indeed, welfare recipients are
the only income group in Cana-
da that has suffered a decline in
income. 

Between 1989 and 2005, com-
bined provincial-federal wel-
fare assistance — even before
adjusting for inflation — has de-
clined by an average of 4.4 per
cent. 

“We have working-poor people
deprived of a reasonable stan-
dard of living for the time and
energy they give their employ-
ers,” Nash says, “and we have
CEOs treated like royalty. 

That’s not a recipe for social
cohesion.

“Our market economy is mar-
vellous at creating wealth. But
there’s so little fairness in how
that wealth is distributed. 

“These huge and growing ex-
tremes in wealth and poverty
are not in anyone’s interest.” 

SOURCE: Finfacts Ireland Business and Financial Portal, National Council on Welfare

Few Canadians earn minimum wage so an increase  
in it will solve only part of the poverty problem.
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The poverty equation

In 2005, a family of four on welfare in 
Ontario lived on less than $20,000.

  Welfare % change
Rank Province amount ’89-05 
1. Nunavut $36,326 –7.9 *
2. N.W.T. 31,633 +0.01
3. Yukon Territory 28,935 +3.4
4. P.E.I. 21,213 –9.4
5. Quebec 20,704 +9.6
6. Manitoba 20,357 –16.7
7. Nfld. & Lab. 19,578 +4.5
8. Alberta 19,497 –11.9
9. Saskatchewan 19,327 –14.9
10. Ontario 19,302 –17.5
11. Nova Scotia 19,032 –5.5
12. British Columbia 18,466 –9.9
13. New Brunswick 17,567 +18.5

Welfare payments
And those payments have been going 
down steadily since the mid '90s.

Ontario benefits decreasing

% EARNING MINIMUM WAGE
FIGURES ARE FOR 2004, EXCEPT FOR CANADA (2006)
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* Nunavut figures are for 1999-2005.

AVERAGE ANNUAL WELFARE, COUPLE WITH 
TWO CHILDREN, IN 2005 DOLLARS

AVG. WELFARE PAYMENTS FOR A COUPLE  
WITH TWO CHILDREN 
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‘You have to challenge 
these injustices endured 
by our fellow citizens’
John Clarke, Coalition Against Poverty

Affordable
housing
list now 
at 70,000 
‰ Continued from previous page 
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Signs that entreat passersby for whatever help they can offer are
common symbols of poverty seen throughout Toronto.

55 Bloor Street West (416) 964-2625 •  Square One (905) 566-8500
FREE DELIVERY to L & M postal areas ($95 purchase) •  FREE PARKING in the Manulife Centre ($25 purchase)

Bloor Street Hours: Monday – Wednesday & Saturday 10:00-6:00, Thursday & Friday 10:00-7:30
Square One Hours: Monday – Friday 10:00-9:00, Saturday 9:30-6:00, Sunday 12:00-5:00   

†Save up to 50% off the Comp. Reg. Value.  Our policy is to usually sell for less than the Comp. Reg. Value.  
**Hollow handle FREE bonus serving pieces.  This is a limited time offer.  Credit Notes excluded.

30 Piece Set consists of: 6 Dinner Knives, 6 Dinner Forks 6 Salad Forks, 6 Soup Spoons, 6 Teaspoons 

GRAND

COLONIAL

30 Piece Sets (service for 6) Comp. Reg. Value Special Price Bonus Value*

Prelude / International .......................... $4,839.00 $2144.00 $559.00 
Grand Baroque / Wallace........................ 5,500.00 2477.00 610.00 
Grand Colonial / Wallace ........................ 4,839.00 2244.00 579.00
Joan of Arc / International .................... 4,839.00 2197.00 579.00
1810 / International ................................ 5,500.00 2577.00 610.00
Royal Danish / International .................. 5,500.00 2577.00 610.00 
Rosepoint / Wallace ................................ 4,839.00 2197.00 579.00 

PLUS Save an Additional 10% on Open Stock & Serving Pieces

1810

International & Wallace
ROYAL

DANISH

GRAND

BAROQUE

JOAN

OF ARC

William Ashley’s Sterling Silver Sale

EXTRA BONUS*

FREE Serving Set** and
Cherrywood Chest 

*with the purchase of a 30 piece set 
BONUS: 1 Serving Fork, 1 Serving Spoon 

and 1 Chest – Bonus Value $576

Save  50%
†
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FIDELITY INVESTMENTS
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

RELEASE OF ASSETS
Notice is hereby given, pursuant to section 651 of the Insurance

Companies Act, that Fidelity Investments Life Insurance Company,
having ceased to carry on business in Canada, will apply to the
Superintendent of Financial Institutions on or after February 19,
2007, for the release of its assets in Canada.

Any policyholder in Canada may oppose the release of assets by
filing their opposition with the Superintendent of Financial
Institutions, Legislation and Approvals Division, 255 Albert Street,
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0H2, on or before February 19, 2007.

Toronto, December 28, 2006.
FIDELITY INVESTMENTS LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

CORRECTION
for our ‘Super Saturday & Sunday’ flyer

effective January 13-14, 2007.
Pg. 2. Save 30% women’s reg. priced belts &
lightweight scarves reg. 14.99-59.99 each 10.49-41.99
Excludes all Sears ‘Value’ Programs with prices
ending in .97 and Lands’ End brand. The ad should
state: “Save 30% women’s reg. priced belts &
lightweight scarves reg. 14.99-59.99 each 10.49-41.99
Excludes items with prices ending in .88, all Sears
‘Value’ Programs with prices ending in .97 and Nine
West, Fossil and Lands’ End brands.
Pg. 6. Almost all reg. priced DVD players/recorders on
sale! Save 10.00 Panasonic single disc DVD player
#30058 reg. 99.99 sale 89.99. Please note Panasonic
single disc DVD player #30058 is now on clearance at
79.94.

for our ‘Stock up & Save’ flyer
effective January 13-19, 2007

Pg. 3. Save 25% all reg. priced bathroom scales
Shown: Conair Thinner metallic scale #29079 reg.
99.99 sale 74.99. Incorrect regular price and
description. The ad should state: “Save 25% all reg.
priced bathroom scales shown: Conair Thinner
metallic scale #29079 reg. 39.99 sale 29.99.”
Pg. 5. Save 300.00. 42” Panasonic Plasma TV
#15867 reg. 2499.99 sale 2199.99. Also on sale: 50”
model #15858 reg. 2499.99 sale 2199.99. Incorrect
regular price on 50” model. The ad should state: “Save
300.00 42” Panasonic Plasma TV #15867 reg. 2499.99
sale 2199.99. Also on sale: 50” model #15868 reg.
3299.99 sale 2999.99.”
WE SINCERELY REGRET ANY INCONVENIENCE
THIS MAY HAVE CAUSED OUR CUSTOMERS.

Look for this and other exciting specials in this weeks action packed 
insert full of fantastic specials inserted in selected areas of Today’s Star
Limit of 4 per customer. While supplies last. In-store only.
Valid 01/13/07 through 01/19/07

Unbeatable Buy!

Windshield
Washer Fluid
942-568
Reg. $ 3.49

SALE

129

SAVE $220

36
36

16
6A

BEST BUY CORRECTION NOTICE
To our valued customers: We apologize
for any inconvenience caused by an error
in our flyer dated: January 12 - January
18. Product: Acer AS5630-6895/AS5630-
6494. On page 20 of the January 12th
flyer we advertised this item at $799.99
when in fact it is $999.99 as stated on the
back cover. Customers can purchase the
Acer AS5101AWLMI in it’s place at
$799.99. SKU: 10081162/10081163

SAVE TIME
WITH OUR

ONLINE
SELF-SERVE
FUNCTIONS:
• Subscription

payments
• Account

status
• Delivery

concerns
• Vacation

stops
and starts

www.thestar.com/mysubscription
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(416) 367-4500
Outside the GTA: 1-800-268-9213

(416) 367-4500
Outside the GTA: 1-800-268-9213

PAY THE
EASY WAY

Switch to our automatic
payment methods using your

credit card, and stop
scrambling around for

payments.

PAY THE
EASY WAY

Switch to our automatic
payment methods using your

credit card, and stop
scrambling around for

payments.


