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This report presents the findings of a territorial study of the determinants and impacts of 
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Many of the community support systems contribute to the challenges Northern women have in 
keeping a home:  1) income support policies and services, 2) jurisdictional issues, 3) lack of 
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• interviews with policy makers and program managers at the local, regional and 
territorial levels; 

• interviews with service providers working with homeless women and their 
families as well as those at risk of becoming homeless; 

• focus group sessions with women living in shelters as well as in other types of 
emergency and transition housing; 

• focus group sessions with women who are “couch surfing” or are identified as at-
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threatened by their room-mates and physically assaulted.  Addictions are intertwined with 
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While I’m talking about all the people who hav
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The Voices of Homeless Women 
It’s been hard with three kids.  They want too much
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some voluntary sector services; they equate ha
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her dog, everything.  Now she and her daughter stay with a guy in another community.  Even 
though they fight all the time, she keeps going back to this guy, so that she and her daughter can 
stay together. 
 
It’s amazing to me how resilient my kids are, with everything that they have experienced.  I don’t 
know how they do it.  They’re generally happy, through all our troubles.  They want to stay with 
me, and they’re trying to do well in school.  They keep bouncing through it.  I don’t know; it’s 
like a triumph.  
 
Voices of Service Providers 
Service providers were very concerned about the impact that homelessness has on families and 
children.  Their concerns ranged from the instability for children, the lack of safety in low 
income housing, the effect of mould on children’s health, and the number of 5 TD
0.0atds  dueith 
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manager to come from out of town) and he questioned me about what I have been doing.  I’m 
fifty years old and I’ve never been questioned about my work ethic before.  This guy is my fourth 
supervisor and as far as I’m concerned, he’s breaking all the safety rules about the equipment we 
use.  He’s years younger than I am.   
 
Now I’m on Social Assistance and it’s the same kind of thing.  It’s almost like being on Social 
Assistance makes you go lower.  I do some shopping at the thrift stores, but at the same time I 
like to treat myself to new clothes that are on sale, like buying two T-shirts for $5.00 or 
something.  If I have to go through the thrift stores, that is fine, but give me enough money where 
I can buy myself one piece of clothing that is new, just to give me an energy boost.  They think 
you are asking too much.  You don’t deserve a pair of new shoes, you don’t deserve new mitts.  
I’ve been brought up all my life with the idea that you can get warts or whatever from someone 
else’s shoes and mitts.  It’s unhygienic.  My Mom works at the thrift stories and all my stuff is 

h y 1 8  t o  t r p ,  l i k w T J 
 0 o u g j 
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but I didn’t even think.  I didn’t even hesitate. I put it in my pocket and carried it from here to 
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Voices of Service Providers 
Service providers discussed the prevalence of “survival sex” amongst homeless women.  “I would 
say that ninety percent of our clients are relatively versus absolutely homeless.  With women, it is 
more couch surfing, survival sex, that kind of stuff.”  Women trade sex for a place to stay, for food, 
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4. Landlord/tenant regulations and their enforcement – The lack of protection for 
tenants makes it easy for landlords to discriminat
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women is their inability to get off either system due to restricti
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2.  Falling through the Cracks 
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And she’s in trouble with student loans, I mean my daughter.  She gou9 witheized for missingF to get topped up from welfare  SItgwas just
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is given a priority rating.  This can be appe
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8.  Municipal Government 
“And it’s kind of harsh taking the bus downtown and back up and stuff, so rough.” 

 

Summary  
 

The Yukon has one city, Whitehorse, which is not directly involved in providing services to 
homeless people.  However, the City has directly contributed to homelessness by the demolition 
of the cabins in the Shipyards area of Whitehorse.  People living there as a “lifestyle choice” 
managed to find other places to live, but people with fewer options have not fared so well.  One 
First Nation elder had camped on the banks of the river for many years in the summer.  This 
was a traditional practice, not a lifestyle choice, which is no longer open to her.  The city’s plan 
for gentrification of river side property did not take into consideration the poor and 
inadvertently created homelessness.  

 
The City of Whitehorse has a bylaw prohibiting liTj
-1aOne 
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1.  Physical Environment of Housing Services 
“The areas that you live in low-cost housing w
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problems. “If it’s full, they have to sleep at the tables or on the floor.  There are predators in there.  
So when people are asleep, the predators molest th
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d. Clear information – People feel empowered and secure when there is clear 
communication about how they can act on their rights as tenants, when they understand 
the rules and regulations that affect them, and when they understand any changes in the 
arrangements that affect them. 

e. Flexibility – Housing options need enough flexibility that they can accommodate 
changing needs, abilities and preferences.  
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appropriate housing or secure employment).  Best practice housing projects have high 
community involvement and buy-in. 

7. Best practice ensures access to the services tomentitledn. 
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e. Employment opportunities – Work is a very motivating form of involvement, especially if 
it is matched with client interests and capacities.  Work within the housing/service agency 
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EXAMPLES OF TWO PROGRAMS FITTING THE MODEL: 
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violence.  In second-stage housing, women an,
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traditional occupations would provide women with a sustainable occupation and fill a need in 
Northern communities.   

b. Increase access to affordable daycare. 
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Voices of Service Providers 
Service providers echoed homeless women in their recommendations.  They called for an 
emergency shelter for women and children.  Ideas ranged from a “flop house”, a house for the 
inebriate, somewhere safe for women in any co
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service.  Marginalized women cannot be expected to become part of the mainstream and 
advocate for themselves and their children without help. More women’s advocates are a 
necessity to get women off the streets and couches and out of sub-standard housing. 
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We have to end homelessness... 
 



YUKON STATUS OF WOMEN COUNCIL 

APPENDIX E: DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION BY NUMBER OF WOMEN 
 

 
A LITTLE KINDNESS WOULD GO A LONG WAY: A STUDY OF WOMEN’S HOMELESSNESS IN THE YUKON 

- 187 - 

Total number of women interviewed in the Yukon:  66 
 

Age 
15 - 19 
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